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CIF’s South East Construct celebrates
resilience and anticipates ‘exciting times’
BY ROISIN KIBERD

A

full two years
since their
last in-person
conference of
this kind, the
Construction
Industry Federation’s South
East Construct began with
an address from Councillor
Seanie Power, deputy mayor
of Waterford city and county. “It’s been a trying time for
the construction industry,” he
said, “in particular due to the
pandemic and Brexit playing havoc.” Councillor Power
went on to praise the industry
for its resilience, and predicted “an exciting time” ahead.
Taking place on the morning of Thursday, November
4 at Waterford’s Tower Hotel, the event was hosted by
Conor O’Connell, CIF Director, Southern Region and
split into two different areas
of focus: planning and development, and construction in
the south-east region.

Frank Kelly, president of
CIF gave the welcome address looking ahead to a
“hugely busy” 2022. Kelly
said that the government is
looking to the construction
sector to deliver on four key
goals: Housing for All and the
modernisation of the housing
planning system, the National Development Plan, Project
Ireland 2040, and goals for
climate action. He urged the
sector to continue to digitise
and drive innovation to improve productivity, proving
its resilience and flexibility to
the Irish government.
James Benson, director of
housing, planning and development services at CIF,
delivered CIF’s response to
Housing for All, outlining how
housing supply in Ireland can
be improved.
“Since 2008, housing supply has significantly lagged
behind,” said Benson, citing
delays in Ireland at a level not
seen since the 1970s.
Afterwards, Benson joined

the first panel of the day, on
planning and development in
the south-east, with Micheál
Mahon, immediate past president of the Society of Chartered surveyors, Ireland; Ian
Doyle, planning consultant,
and Anthony Neville, chairperson of CIF’s south-east
branch.
Neville said that streamlining the “fractured” process of construction should
be a priority: “We know
how stretched departments
are, not just here but around
Ireland. What’s not being reported are the delays in creating infrastructure, with Irish
Water in particular.”
Doyle, meanwhile, discussed how local authorities
are burdened with legacy issues, including a defining of
land, while struggling to keep
up with new policies: “There’s
a distinct inconsistency in
the approach . . . personally,
I’ve not seen any dezoning
of land.”
Criticising the popular ap-

proach of starting at the centre
of urban areas and branching
outwards, Doyle argued that
greenfield sites are actually
far easier to develop, while
Mahon said that in terms of
delivery goals, it’s necessary
first to look at the barriers,
including the rising costs of
judicial review.

Need for sustainable
construction

After a break, Jonathan Reinhardt, chartered architectural
technologist at MCIAT, Diatec
technical consultant and assistant lecturer in TUD architectural technology, spoke on
construction collaboration in
the digital age. Citing estimations that the world will have
a population of ten billion by
2050, Reinhardt highlighted
the need for sustainable construction, as well as a move
towards prefabrication, automation and use of connected
data.
Reinhardt was followed
by a series of speakers deliv-

ering an update on projects
and output in the south-east.
Kevin Lynch, assistant director and senior planner at the
Southern Regional Assembly,
discussed regional spatial and
economic strategy and their
impact on the south-east,
with a focus on Cork, Limerick and Waterford.
Mark Murray, manager of
the national growth and development programme in
asset delivery at Irish
Water, placed the figure
for IW’s
vestin-

ment in
the region
in the
next five years at €150
million.
“In terms of planned
work, one of the initiatives to come out of
Housing for All is the
establishment of the
Small Towns, Villages

and Growth Programme,”
Murray said. “It will take
multiple years to deliver this
piece of work.”
Ian Fewer, managing partner at
Fewer Harrington and
Partners,
said that

Waterford is showing substantial growth as a region,
with plans for city-centre regeneration worth over €400
million in public investment.
Waterford’s strong pharma community, including
the growing brand Horizon,
looks to expand significantly
in coming years, as do Glanbia, the Technological University of the South East and
the Walton Institute.

Technical fixes

Fewer was followed by Tony
Larkin, director of services
in economic development
and planning at Wexford
County Council, discussed
planning and infrastructure
projects in Waterford as well
as economic and tourism
projects.
Showcasing new and
transformational projects
in the region, as well as
Jonathan Reinhardt, Chartered
innovative technologies,
Architectural Technologist MCIAT, Diatecthe South East Construct
Technical Consultant & Lecturer in TUD event looked to the bright
future of Waterford and its
Architectural Technology.

surrounding towns.
The event ended with closing remarks from Tom Parlon,
CIF’s director general, who
looked to the future of the
region, including the establishment of a new digital hub,
with TU Dublin winning the
tender.
“The industry has massively moved on,” said Parlon,
sharing his experiences visiting sites during CIF Health
and Safety Week, which ended only days earlier. “There’s
a big investment in modular construction all over the
country. Next year, in 2022,
we’ll be spending €11 billion
on infrastructure, plus a further €1 billion left over from
the previous year . . . I think
we’re in for a very exciting
time ahead.”
Concluding on a positive
note, he said: “We need the
houses, we need the infrastructure, we need ways to
deal with climate change, and
I think we’re in a good place
to achieve all of these things.”
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